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The “Busan outcome” to establish an Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services (IPBES) leave many questions open concerning the future organisational structure of IPBES. 

The contribution analysis some challenges, building upon the IMoSEB- consultations, the IPBES-

negotiations and experiences from other assessments (EPBRS, IPCC, MA, etc.). The main challenge 

of an IPBES is to be policy relevant (but without being policy prescriptive). Biodiversity protection, 

however, has to be analysed and decided upon at multiple scales – with national and local scales 

being much more relevant than in other areas such as mitigation of climate change. Thus, the 

overarching challenge is how to improve biodiversity relevant decision making at these various levels, 

a challenge, that goes far beyond compiling global assessments of ecosystem status and trends. 

Moreover, several research networks and science-policy interfaces exist at different levels of decision 

making, from the international and European level up to biodiversity platforms at national level and 

networks of local experts. These pre-existing networks and institutions should be linked or incorporate 

into a new mechanism as far as possible, thus avoiding duplication. In Europe, such new 

organisational structures are under discussion for quite some time under the concept of a “Network of 

Knowledge” (NoK). In order to be policy-relevant, a global approach like the IPBES should build upon 

such experiences and develop further the idea of nested networks of science-policy interfaces. 

However, a flexible system of networking needs to be complemented by a strong intergovernmental 

component. Without this component the IPBES faces the threat to be ignored by governments and 

intergovernmental agreement as well.  

 
 

 


